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What do
Archaeologists Study?
Archaeologists study people,
through the material culture they
leave behind, including pottery,
bottles, cans and even buildings.

Numerous federal, state, and
local law protect cultural
resources more than 50 years
old. Archaeologists study
Arizona's more recent history of
the 1800s and 1900s.
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Arizona's Kaibab National Forest
holds the archaeological remains
of 100-year old mining camps
and 1000-year old pueblos!

How do
Archaeologists Gather
Data?

Survey

Archaeologists systematically
walk the land, or survey, to
catalog artifacts on the surface.
This is the most common
method archaeologists use.

If you see a possible artifact on
the ground, please leave it where
you found it, even if you are
unsure if it is an artifact.
Excavation

If you think you have found an
archaeological site or important
artifact, leave it be, and contact
the local archaeologists.

Archaeologists systematically
remove dirt from a site, or
excavate, in order to study
subsurface materials.

Historical Research Get Involved!

Historical archaeologists also
consult historical documents
like censuses, newspapers,
diaries, and photographs to get
first-hand accounts of life in
the past.

You can join the Arizona Site
Steward program or sign up

for a Passport in Time project
to help preserve Arizona's
heritage and history.




