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Introduction



What is a Wilderness Education 

Plan?



Why Educate?

 Basis in law and US Forest Service Policy
 Wilderness Act

 US Forest Service Manual

 Inform Public of Issues

 Mitigate Impacts

“A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where 

man and his own works dominate the landscape, 

is hereby recognized as an area where the earth 

and its community of life are untrammeled by 

man, where man himself is a visitor who does not 

remain.” 

- The Wilderness Act, 1964



Background



Wild Rogue Wilderness Area

Location



Wild Rogue Wilderness 

Area



Wild Rogue Wilderness Area



Recreation

Rafting

Blossom Bar



Recreation

Hiking

Rogue River Trail



Recreation

Jet Boating

Jerry’s Jets



Recreation

Fishing

Steelhead



Audience/User Groups

 Commercial Operators

 Educational Institutions

 Private Float Permit 
Holders

 Private Motorized Boat 
Permit Holders

 Hunter & Anglers

 Area Non-Profits, Community 
Organizations, & Special 
Interest Groups

 Hikers

 Local Government Entities

 Internet Forums & Groups



The Issues 

 Human Waste

 Campsite Competition

 Pit Toilets

 User Conflict

 Lack of Wilderness 

Appreciation and 

Land Designation

 Social Trails & Barren 

ground

 Alteration of Spawning 

Tributaries 

 Redd Disruption

 Problem Bears

 Fire Rings and Illegal 

Fires

 Leave No Trace

 Pets



Leave No Trace
LNT Principles

 Plan Ahead and 

Prepare

 Travel and Camp on 

Durable Surfaces

 Dispose of Waste 

Properly

 Leave What You Find

 Minimize Campfire 

Impacts

 Respect Wildlife

 Be Considerate of 

Other VisitorsLNT Sign



Leave No Trace

Campfires
Alteration of Tributaries

Human Waste Problem Bears



Leave No Trace

Social Trails and Barren Ground



Current Methods 

 LNT signage at 

trailheads/toilet sites

 Visitors Center

 Educational Video

 LNT information 

included in float 

permit information

 Education in the 

field

 Agency Websites
Smullin Visitor Center (BLM)



Proposed Methods/Measures

 Require Boaters 

Watch Educational 

Video

 Emphasize Micro-

litter

 Inventory/Update 

Existing Signage

 Reach Out to Area 

Schools/Educational 

Institutions 

 Engage Audience Groups 

at Relevant Events, 

Gatherings, etc.

 Target Internet 

Forums/Groups

 Partner with other 

Organizations (REI, 

Government Entities, 

Interest Groups, etc.) 



Campsite Competition 

Clay Hill Campsite



Current Methods

 Boater Educational 
Video

 Voluntary Campsite 
Occupancy Board

 Campsite Monitoring

 Education in the 
Field



Proposed Methods/Measures

 Require Large Groups 

Utilize Campsite 

Occupancy Board

 Require Boaters 

Watch Educational 

Video

 Internet 

Forums/Sites

 Reservation System

 Replicate BLM 

Monitoring Program 

on USFS



Lack of Wilderness Appreciation

“Wilderness is not a 

luxury, but a necessity of 

the human spirit.”
-Edward Abbey

“I went to the woods because I wished to 
live deliberately, to front only the essential 

facts of life. And see if I could not learn 
what it had to teach and not , when I came 

to die, discover that I had not lived.” 
- Henry David Thoreau 

“Everybody needs beauty as 
well as bread, places to play 
in and pray in, where nature 
may heal and give strength 

to body and soul.”
-John Muir

“The wild places are 
where we began. When 

they end, so do we.”
-David Brower



Current Methods

 LNT Signage

 Agency Websites

 Interpretive Signage

 Agency Assumptions of Public 

Understanding of Wilderness 



Proposed Methods/Measures

 Develop Protocol for 

Education in the Field

 Emphasize Micro-litter

 Inventory/Update 

Existing Signage

 Outreach to Area 

Schools/Educational 

Institutions 

 Engage Visitors

 Engage Audience 

Groups at Relevant 

Events, Gatherings, 

etc.

 Target Internet 

Forums/Groups

 Partner with other 

Organizations (REI, 

Government Entities, 

Interest Groups, etc.) 

 Visitor Center



Conclusion

 To continue to 

preserve Wilderness 

character, agencies 

must evolve and 

adapt their 

management 

techniques and 

objectives.

 Stop assuming, be 

proactive



Questions?


