Wild Rogue Wilderness
And Rogue River Corridor
Education Plan

By Benjamin D. Watts



Introduction




What is a Wilderness Education
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Why Educate?

Basis in law and US Forest Service Policy
Wilderness Act
US Forest Service Manual
Inform Public of Issues
Mitigate Impacts

“A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where
man and his own works dominate the landscape,
IS hereby recognized as an area where the earth
and its community of life are untrammeled by
man, where man himself is a visitor who does not
remain.”

- The Wilderness Act, 1964
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Coilby Hawkinson (BLM, left) and Ben Wans (USES, a1 the oars)
wet owt from Grave Creck for a three-day Rogwe River patrol.
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Northwest Focus

Agency Partners on the Rogue "

e e by Bemjamn Wats (with Ross Parsons and Colby Hawkmson) E

Musings of a Refred Manager

W's Aot Comemnity oo Oregon’s Rogue River has eamed a nearly every named rapid between

reputation =s one of Amenca’s premier CGrant’s Pass and Agness) and authors

multieday river trips, and nghtfully so. hke Esmed Western novelist Zane Gregs

Oregen Stale Manne Scard..... With a colarful (and at times sordsd ) (whose work largely contnbuted to the .

Freethe Snake Flotlla._ ... history of murderous mmers and human populanty of the Rogue). For waldlife [SSSRSSSES
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e AT stunmng vistas, abundant waldlife hosts impressive runs of salmon and :

WSR Phato Confiest Winners . mchuding robust salmon and black bear steelhead 2nd is home to bustling biad
populations, and rapids hike Rame Falls bear and deer populatsons. It 15 also oo -

Cocait Dam Removal Update...




Location

Wild Rogue Wilderness Area
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Recreation

Blossom Bar



Recreation

Hiking

Rogue River Trall



Recreation

Jet Boating

Jerry’s Jes



Fishing

NN

= (nfw “.'
Steelhead




Audience/User Groups

Commercial Operators
Educational Institutions

Private Float Permit
Holders

Private Motorized Boat
Permit Holders

Hunter & Anglers

Area Non-Profits, Community
Organizations, & Special
Interest Groups

Hikers
Local Government Entities

Internet Forums & Groups



The Issues
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Human Waste
Campsite Competition
Pit Tollets

User Conflict

Lack of Wilderness
Appreciation and
Land Designation

Social Trails & Barren
ground

O]

®

Alteration of Spawning
Tributaries

Redd Disruption
Problem Bears

~ire Rings and lllegal
-ires

_eave No Trace

Pets




| eave No Trace

Leave No Trace....
on the Rogue

Thousands of people visit the Rogue River Canyon esch yeur. Everyone wanis (0 sew 1he river in s
clean and naturnl state, Plesss do your part to protect vegetation, wildlife, and the wild river exper-
leuce., Practiving Loeave Nu Treve skills sl ethics will help everyone buve a bestor trip,

Dispose of Waste Properly

Pack it in, pack it out: Carry out all garbage including fishing line and micro-trash, like cigar-
etis butts and small food scrups. Set a good example and up litter left by others. Keeping a
clean camp shows consideration for other visitors and keops wildlfe, eapecially hearn, frowm alter
ing their natural cating patterns. Cven amall amounts of food scraps can sttiact camp ponts such
no ants, yellow jackots, racccona, mice, and snakes. Sccure food, garbage, and toilotrics at night
1o prevent bears and other pests from leaving their mark in your camp.

Human waste disposal: All boating parties are required 1o carry & partable 1oilet. Help put sn end
10 unsightly, unsanitary “tollet paper gurdeny” by setting-up snd using your portable toilet when
slopping st sites without government-provided toilets. All solid human waste needs to be deposited
into @ totlet. Urine can be carried out in a toilet, deposited into the main river flow, or at least 200
foet from camp, orocks, and the trail. Please pack out all toilet paper and fominine hygicone products.
Waste water includes soapy and dirty water from bathing, dish washing, tooth brushing, and un-
wanted liquids from canned foods. Dish water shoald be strained to remove the solid food particles
which are then carried out with your trash. Discerd strained waste water directly into the main river
flow. or scatter it on the land over a hroad nrea away from camp, and at least 200 feat from ide
areams. Choose & iodegradable soap and use it sparingly, if at all.
Minimize Campfir'c ImeCTSZ The safest, cleanest choice in to use a camp stove for
cooking. 1t you choose o0 have a camplire, fire pans are required year-round within 400 feet of the
river. The intent is to contain campfire materials and koep the beaches ciean. Bumn only dead and
down wood or bring your own. Plaase sarry out all sxoccon flre ronkdue, charcoal end ash. Do aware
of current fire regulations, campfires are usually banned during fire scason.
Fireworks and Firearms: Discharging fireworks snd the following ure probibited: Dis-
charging a firearm as follows: (1) In or within 150 yards of a residence, building, campsite, develop-
od recreation site or occupied area, or (2) Across or on a public road or across or on a trail or body
of water wdjacent thereto, or in any manner or place whereby any person of propesty is expossd o
injury or damage as a result in such discharge. Tits 43 Code of Teders] Raguluions K351.3-1 st This 36 Code of
Fodoral Moyulatious 201 10010
Leave What You Find: Leave natural, historical, and urcheological features unspoiled
and intact for otivers to enjoy. It s illegal o remove or disturb remuants of the past found oa public
lunds scoording to the Archeological Resources Frotection Act of 1979,

Be Considerate of Other Vigitors: ai bow nanps, wall patisotly fir your s
Use rumps oanly for losding and unloading, and put gear and boats wgether awsy from the remp,
Allow others 10 gu before you if all they watt (0 Jo is put & Josdod Dout iuto the wister s tale off.
Small groups should use small camps and leave large camps for large groups, or be prepared to share
a lange site with another group. Respect anglers by not boating over theis fishing line urdmwbma
their fishing holes. Non-motorized boats usually have the right-of-way over motorized boats. How-
over, non-motorized boats should move out of the main channel to allow motorized boats to pass,
copecially noar repids ss motorized boata have to travel faster than the rapid to maintain control,
Sound travels casily on the river, so keep camp nolse to & minimum and let natural sounds prevall,

Please Keep the Wild Rogue wild ..Leave No Trace

Fowr mory mivrmucon contact Medied Duioy BLM, Grams Pass Office S41/471 6734 wr wwwourblse aov o gt ve

LNT Sign

LNT Principles

Plan Ahead and
Prepare

Travel and Camp on
Durable Surfaces

Dispose of Waste
Properly

_eave What You Find
Minimize Campfire
Impacts

Respect Wildlife

Be Considerate of
Other Visitors
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| eave No Trace

 Rogue River Trail
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Current Methods

® LNT signage at \
trailheads/toilet sites GEs S

® Visitors Center
® Educational Video

@ LNT information
Included in float
permit information

® Education in the
fleld

@ Agency Websites

-——



Proposed Methods/Measures

Require Boaters
Watch Educational
Video

Emphasize Micro-
litter

Inventory/Update
Existing Sighage
Reach Out to Area

Schools/Educational
Institutions

Engage Audience Groups
at Relevant Events,
Gatherings, etc.

Target Internet
Forums/Groups

Partner with other
Organizations (REl,
Government Entities,
Interest Groups, etc.)



Campsite Competition




Current Methods

® Boater Educational
Video

® Voluntary Campsite - & =« O RS R o oA L
Occupancy Board " o m o w0 o wae R

® Campsite Monitoring o ), g e

o o X
® Education in the » N ’“

Field A




Proposed Methods/Measures

Require Large Groups Internet
Utilize Campsite Forums/Sites
Occupancy Board

Reservation System
Require Boaters
Watch Educational Replicate BLM

Video Monitoring Program

on USFS



Lack of Wilderness Appreciation

“Iwent to the woods because I wished to
live deliberately, to front only the essential

facts of life. And see if I could not learn
what it had to teach and not , when I came

“Wilderness is not a

to die, discover that I had not lived.” |UXUFy, but a neCGSSity of
- Henry David Thoreau the human Spll’lt &
-Edward Abbey

“The wild places are
where we began. When
they end, so do we.”
-David Brower

“Everybody needs beauty as
well as bread, places to play
in and pray in, where nature
may heal and give strength
to body and soul.”
-John Muir



Current Methods

LNT Signhage
Agency Websites
Interpretive Signage

Agency Assumptions of Public
Understanding of Wilderness



Proposed Methods/Measures

Develop Protocol for Engage Audience
Education in the Field Groups at Relevant
Emphasize Micro-litter Events, Gatherings,
Inventory/Update e

Existing Signage Target Internet
Outreach to Area Forums/ Sl
Schools/Educational Partner with other
Institutions Organizations (RElI,

Government Entities,
Interest Groups, etc.)

Visitor Center

Engage Visitors



Conclusion

To continue to Stop assuming, be
preserve Wilderness proactive
character, agencies

must evolve and

adapt their

management

techniques and

objectives.



Questions?



