MA SUS PROGRAM

COURSE &

THESIS TIMELINE

if you plan to graduate in 2 years, you can expect...

COURSE WORK

FIRST YEAR, SPRING

SUS 602 (3 CREDITS)
SUS 604 (3 CREDITS)
SUS 608 (1 CREDIT)
ELECTIVE (3 CREDITS)

Your second semester has the same
general structure as your first semester.

For your elective, you may want to take a

research methods class, especially if you

intend to collect data over the summer;
discuss with your advisor.

THESIS WORK

CHOOSE THESIS CHAIR
DEVELOP PROSPECTUS
CHOOSE COMMITTEE
DEFEND PROSPECTUS

You will choose a chair for your thesis
committee and meet with them
throughout the semester. In SUS 604, and
with your chair, you will develop your
prospectus (thesis proposal), ideally
defending it by the end of the semester.
You will secure two additional members
for your thesis committee to guide,
support, and evaluate your thesis.

FIRST YEAR, SUMMER

NO REQUIRED COURSES

Occasionally students take a methods or
elective class in the summer; most often,
they rest, work, and begin working on
their thesis.

SECOND YEAR, SPRING

SUS 695 (3 CREDITS)
SUS 699 (6 CREDITS)

Unless you are completing a certificate
program, you will likely only take one
course the final semester, which is the SUS
capstone (695). Your remaining credits will
be dedicated to your thesis. SUS 695 runs
the first 8-weeks of the semester.

g

APPLY FOR IRB APPROVAL
COLLECT DATA / FIELDWORK
READ & WRITE

Using the summer to prepare and submit
your IRB application, recruit participants,
collect data, and/or read and write for
your thesis, can significantly help you
meet your timeline goals.

ANALYZE DATA

WRITE & REVISE THE THESIS
FORMAT THE THESIS
DEFEND THE THESIS

This final semester you will write, analyze
reflect upon, re-write, and format your
thesis before you are ready to present
and defend it to your committee and the
public. Meet with your chair to ensure you
know & meet Graduate College deadlines.

CELEBRATE! CONGRATULATIONS!



